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Bible might be expected to teach on secondary
matterSj which do not form its main object,
and what is its actual teaching, they have been
too prone to palm their own ignorant preju-
dices or hasty impressions upon the sacred
text, so as to drag it down from its true posi-
tion, a,nd turn it into a mere echo of the scien-
tific ignorance and errors of each successive
age. It is due, not only to science, but even
to religious faith, that we should sift the testi-
mony of Scripture with the utmost caution,
where it touches on physics and cosmogony,
and beware no less of overloading it with un-
founded human glosses, than of casting it aside
as mere Jewish legend, But no errors, how-
ever serious, of religious men, can ever justify
tnen of science in reversing the first and
nimplest law of inductive research. Thero is
a broad and a narrow way in the walks of
science, no less than in Christian morals. The
narrow way consists in the impartial acceptance,
and careful weighing of all evidence, whatever
its sourco or form may be. The bi*oad way
cuuHistn iu rejecting direct evidence, when it
seems to clash with our DWTI theories, and
choosing rather to dovelope freely our own
hypotheses, by leaving out of sight well attested
facts with which tlioso disagree,